


	  
Today’s	  Scripture	  Reading	  	  

	  

Acts  17:1-‐15  

ACTS of the APOSTLES | 17:1-15!



ACTS of the APOSTLES | 17:1-15!

1	  Now	  when	  they	  had	  passed	  through	  Amphipolis	  and	  
Apollonia,	  they	  came	  to	  Thessalonica,	  where	  there	  was	  
a	  synagogue	  of	  the	  Jews.	  2	  And	  Paul	  went	  in,	  as	  was	  his	  
custom,	  and	  on	  three	  Sabbath	  days	  he	  reasoned	  with	  
them	  from	  the	  Scriptures,	  3	  explaining	  and	  proving	  

that	  it	  was	  necessary	  for	  the	  Christ	  to	  suffer	  and	  to	  rise	  
from	  the	  dead,	  and	  saying,	  “This	  Jesus,	  whom	  I	  

proclaim	  to	  you,	  is	  the	  Christ.”	  4	  And	  some	  of	  them	  
were	  persuaded	  and	  joined	  Paul	  and	  Silas,	  as	  did	  a	  

great	  many	  of	  the	  devout	  Greeks	  and	  not	  a	  few	  of	  the	  
leading	  women.	  	  
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5	  But	  the	  Jews	  were	  jealous,	  and	  taking	  some	  wicked	  
men	  of	  the	  rabble,	  they	  formed	  a	  mob,	  set	  the	  city	  in	  
an	  uproar,	  and	  attacked	  the	  house	  of	  Jason,	  seeking	  to	  
bring	  them	  out	  to	  the	  crowd.	  6	  And	  when	  they	  could	  
not	  find	  them,	  they	  dragged	  Jason	  and	  some	  of	  the	  

brothers	  before	  the	  city	  authorities,	  shouting,	  “These	  
men	  who	  have	  turned	  the	  world	  upside	  down	  have	  
come	  here	  also,	  7	  and	  Jason	  has	  received	  them,	  and	  

they	  are	  all	  acting	  against	  the	  decrees	  of	  Caesar,	  saying	  
that	  there	  is	  another	  king,	  Jesus.”	  8	  And	  the	  people	  and	  
the	  city	  authorities	  were	  disturbed	  when	  they	  heard	  
these	  things.	  9	  And	  when	  they	  had	  taken	  money	  as	  
security	  from	  Jason	  and	  the	  rest,	  they	  let	  them	  go.	  
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10	  The	  brothers	  immediately	  sent	  Paul	  and	  Silas	  away	  
by	  night	  to	  Berea,	  and	  when	  they	  arrived	  they	  went	  
into	  the	  Jewish	  synagogue.	  11	  Now	  these	  Jews	  were	  

more	  noble	  than	  those	  in	  Thessalonica;	  they	  received	  
the	  word	  with	  all	  eagerness,	  examining	  the	  Scriptures	  
daily	  to	  see	  if	  these	  things	  were	  so.	  12	  Many	  of	  them	  
therefore	  believed,	  with	  not	  a	  few	  Greek	  women	  of	  
high	  standing	  as	  well	  as	  men.	  13	  But	  when	  the	  Jews	  

from	  Thessalonica	  learned	  that	  the	  word	  of	  God	  was	  
proclaimed	  by	  Paul	  at	  Berea	  also,	  they	  came	  there	  too,	  

agitating	  and	  stirring	  up	  the	  crowds.	  14	  Then	  the	  
brothers	  immediately	  sent	  Paul	  off	  on	  his	  way	  to	  the	  

sea,	  but	  Silas	  and	  Timothy	  remained	  there.	  	  
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15	  Those	  who	  conducted	  Paul	  brought	  him	  as	  far	  as	  
Athens,	  and	  after	  receiving	  a	  command	  for	  Silas	  and	  
Timothy	  to	  come	  to	  him	  as	  soon	  as	  possible,	  they	  

departed.	  
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30 ! 31! 34! 44!

•  Christ rises from the dead!
•  Christ ascends into heaven!
•  Holy Spirit comes on the 

apostles!
•  Peter heals a lame man!

•  Stephen is stoned to 
death!

•  Saul persecutes 
Christians!

•  Saul encounters 
Christ on the road 
to Damascus!

•  Peter raises Dorcas 
from the dead!

•  King Herod has 
James executed!

•  An angel 
rescues Peter 
from prison!
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46! 48!

Paul’s 
First 

Missionary 
Journey!

53!

•  Jerusalem 
Counsel !

•  1 Thessalonians !

50 !49!

Galatians!

Paul’s 
Second 

Missionary 
Journey!
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Now	  when	  they	  had	  passed	  through	  Amphipolis	  and	  
Apollonia,	  they	  came	  to	  Thessalonica,	  where	  there	  was	  

a	  synagogue	  of	  the	  Jews.	  
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Snapshot of Thessalonica !
	  

•  Cassandra	  was	  one	  of	  Alexander	  the	  Great's	  main	  
men	  

•  Thessalonica	  had	  been	  named	  in	  315	  B.C.	  by	  the	  wife	  
of	  Cassandra	  

•  Perhaps	  the	  wife	  was	  the	  stepsister	  to	  Alexander	  the	  
Great	  

•  Capital	  of	  Macedonia	  	  
•  Very	  important	  seaport	  city	  	  
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Acts  13:45  
But	  when	  the	  Jews	  saw	  the	  crowds,	  they	  were	  filled	  

with	  jealousy	  and	  began	  to	  contradict	  what	  was	  spoken	  
by	  Paul,	  reviling	  him.	  

Acts  14:1-‐2  
Now	  at	  Iconium	  they	  entered	  together	  into	  the	  Jewish	  

synagogue	  and	  spoke	  in	  such	  a	  way	  that	  a	  great	  
number	  of	  both	  Jews	  and	  Greeks	  believed.	  But	  the	  

unbelieving	  Jews	  stirred	  up	  the	  Gentiles	  and	  poisoned	  
their	  minds	  against	  the	  brothers.	  
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2	  And	  Paul	  went	  in,	  as	  was	  his	  custom,	  and	  on	  three	  
Sabbath	  days	  he	  reasoned	  with	  them	  from	  the	  
Scriptures,	  3	  explaining	  and	  proving	  that	  it	  was	  

necessary	  for	  the	  Christ	  to	  suffer	  and	  to	  rise	  from	  the	  
dead,	  and	  saying,	  “This	  Jesus,	  whom	  I	  proclaim	  to	  you,	  

is	  the	  Christ.”	  	  
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2	  And	  Paul	  went	  in,	  as	  was	  his	  custom,	  and	  on	  three	  
Sabbath	  days	  he	  reasoned	  with	  them	  from	  the	  
Scriptures,	  3	  explaining	  and	  proving	  that	  it	  was	  

necessary	  for	  the	  Christ	  to	  suffer	  and	  to	  rise	  from	  the	  
dead,	  and	  saying,	  “This	  Jesus,	  whom	  I	  proclaim	  to	  you,	  

is	  the	  Christ.”	  	  
	  

What is the Best Method for Evangelism?!
!

Being  Spirit  Filled!  
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4	  And	  some	  of	  them	  were	  persuaded	  and	  joined	  Paul	  
and	  Silas,	  as	  did	  a	  great	  many	  of	  the	  devout	  Greeks	  and	  

not	  a	  few	  of	  the	  leading	  women.	  	  
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5	  But	  the	  Jews	  were	  jealous,	  and	  taking	  some	  wicked	  
men	  of	  the	  rabble,	  they	  formed	  a	  mob,	  set	  the	  city	  in	  an	  

uproar,	  and	  attacked	  the	  house	  of	  Jason,	  seeking	  to	  
bring	  them	  out	  to	  the	  crowd.	    
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5	  But	  the	  Jews	  were	  jealous,	  and	  taking	  some	  wicked	  
men	  of	  the	  rabble,	  they	  formed	  a	  mob,	  set	  the	  city	  in	  an	  

uproar,	  and	  attacked	  the	  house	  of	  Jason,	  seeking	  to	  
bring	  them	  out	  to	  the	  crowd.	  6	  And	  when	  they	  could	  
not	  find	  them,	  they	  dragged	  Jason	  and	  some	  of	  the	  

brothers	  before	  the	  city	  authorities,	  shouting,	  “These	  
men	  who	  have	  turned	  the	  world	  upside	  down	  have	  

come	  here	  also,	    
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7	  and	  Jason	  has	  received	  them,	  and	  they	  are	  all	  acting	  
against	  the	  decrees	  of	  Caesar,	  saying	  that	  there	  is	  
another	  king,	  Jesus.	  8	  And	  the	  people	  and	  the	  city	  
authorities	  were	  disturbed	  when	  they	  heard	  these	  

things.	  9	  And	  when	  they	  had	  taken	  money	  as	  security	  
from	  Jason	  and	  the	  rest,	  they	  let	  them	  go.	  
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7	  and	  Jason	  has	  received	  them,	  and	  they	  are	  all	  acting	  
against	  the	  decrees	  of	  Caesar,	  saying	  that	  there	  is	  
another	  king,	  Jesus.	  8	  And	  the	  people	  and	  the	  city	  
authorities	  were	  disturbed	  when	  they	  heard	  these	  

things.	  9	  And	  when	  they	  had	  taken	  money	  as	  security	  
from	  Jason	  and	  the	  rest,	  they	  let	  them	  go.	  

	  
1  Thessalonians  1:9  

For	  they	  themselves	  report	  concerning	  us	  the	  kind	  of	  
reception	  we	  had	  among	  you,	  and	  how	  you	  turned	  to	  

God	  from	  idols	  to	  serve	  the	  living	  and	  true	  God,	  
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1  Thessalonians  2:17-‐19  
17	  But	  since	  we	  were	  torn	  away	  from	  you,	  brothers,	  for	  a	  
short	  time,	  in	  person	  not	  in	  heart,	  we	  endeavored	  the	  
more	  eagerly	  and	  with	  great	  desire	  to	  see	  you	  face	  to	  
face,	  18	  because	  we	  wanted	  to	  come	  to	  you—I,	  Paul,	  

again	  and	  again—but	  Satan	  hindered	  us.	  19	  For	  what	  is	  
our	  hope	  or	  joy	  or	  crown	  of	  boasting	  before	  our	  Lord	  

Jesus	  at	  his	  coming?	  Is	  it	  not	  you?	  
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10	  The	  brothers	  immediately	  sent	  Paul	  and	  Silas	  away	  by	  
night	  to	  Berea,	  and	  when	  they	  arrived	  they	  went	  into	  

the	  Jewish	  synagogue.	  	  	  
	  

Berea was  approximately    

40  miles  Dom  Thessalonica !
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11	  Now	  these	  Jews	  were	  more	  noble	  than	  those	  in	  
Thessalonica;	  they	  received	  the	  word	  with	  all	  

eagerness,	  examining	  the	  Scriptures	  daily	  to	  see	  if	  these	  
things	  were	  so.	  12	  Many	  of	  them	  therefore	  believed,	  
with	  not	  a	  few	  Greek	  women	  of	  high	  standing	  as	  well	  as	  

men.	  !
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13	  But	  when	  the	  Jews	  from	  Thessalonica	  learned	  that	  the	  
word	  of	  God	  was	  proclaimed	  by	  Paul	  at	  Berea	  also,	  they	  
came	  there	  too,	  agitating	  and	  stirring	  up	  the	  crowds.	  	  

	  
Discouraging Circumstances!

Persecution	  
Accusation	  
Infancy	  

	  
God  Continues  to  Grow  his  Body  
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14	  Then	  the	  brothers	  immediately	  sent	  Paul	  off	  on	  his	  
way	  to	  the	  sea,	  but	  Silas	  and	  Timothy	  remained	  there.	  	  

15	  Those	  who	  conducted	  Paul	  brought	  him	  as	  far	  as	  
Athens,	  and	  after	  receiving	  a	  command	  for	  Silas	  and	  
Timothy	  to	  come	  to	  him	  as	  soon	  as	  possible,	  they	  

departed.	    
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Application !
!

Against	  all	  odds	  by	  God’s	  POWER, He	  introduces	  
Himself	  and	  grows	  His	  church	  

	  
He	  doesn’t	  grow	  His	  Church	  without	  PEOPLE !
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What are some consistent traits seen as 
God moves in his people?!

!
Courage  

Biblically  Sound  
Love  

FaithfLlness  
AvailabilitM  

DeterOination  




