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54	  Now	  when	  they	  heard	  these	  things	  they	  were	  
enraged,	  and	  they	  ground	  their	  teeth	  at	  him.	  55	  But	  
he,	  full	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  gazed	  into	  heaven	  and	  
saw	  the	  glory	  of	  God,	  and	  Jesus	  standing	  pat	  the	  
right	  hand	  of	  God.	  56	  And	  he	  said,	  “Behold,	  I	  see	  the	  
heavens	  opened,	  and	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  standing	  pat	  
the	  right	  hand	  of	  God.”	  57	  But	  they	  cried	  out	  with	  a	  
loud	  voice	  and	  stopped	  their	  ears	  and	  rushed	  
together	  at	  him.	  58	  Then	  they	  cast	  him	  out	  of	  the	  
city	  and	  stoned	  him.	  And	  the	  witnesses	  laid	  down	  
their	  garments	  vat	  the	  feet	  of	  a	  young	  man	  named	  
Saul.	  	  
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59	  And	  as	  they	  were	  stoning	  Stephen,	  he	  called	  out,	  
“Lord	  Jesus,	  receive	  my	  spirit.”	  60	  And	  falling	  to	  his	  
knees	  he	  cried	  out	  with	  a	  loud	  voice,	  “Lord,	  do	  not	  
hold	  this	  sin	  against	  them.”	  And	  when	  he	  had	  said	  
this,	  he	  fell	  asleep.	  
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Messenger, Model and Martyr !
	  

Messenger:!
	  Acts  6:8-‐15  

Stephen	  is	  arrested	  and	  put	  on	  trial	  for	  blasphemy	  
against	  the	  holy	  place	  and	  the	  law.	  

	  

Acts  7:1-‐53  
God	  uses	  the	  trial	  of	  Stephen	  to	  give	  Israel	  one	  last	  

opportunity	  to	  repent	  and	  embrace	  their	  King	  
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Model: !
!
Stephen’s	  final	  days	  mirror	  Jesus's	  final	  days	  and	  are	  
a	  reminder	  to	  the	  church	  of	  the	  hostility	  that	  the	  

world	  will	  have	  against	  them.	  
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John  15:18-‐21	  
18	  “If	  the	  world	  hates	  you,	  know	  that	  it	  has	  hated	  me	  
before	  it	  hated	  you.	  19	  If	  you	  were	  of	  the	  world,	  the	  
world	  would	  love	  you	  as	  its	  own;	  but	  because	  you	  
are	  not	  of	  the	  world,	  but	  I	  chose	  you	  out	  of	  the	  

world,	  therefore	  the	  world	  hates	  you.	  20	  Remember	  
the	  word	  that	  I	  said	  to	  you:	  ‘A	  servant	  is	  not	  greater	  
than	  his	  master.’	  If	  they	  persecuted	  me,	  they	  will	  
also	  persecute	  you.	  If	  they	  kept	  my	  word,	  they	  will	  

also	  keep	  yours.	  21	  But	  all	  these	  things	  they	  will	  do	  to	  
you	  on	  account	  of	  my	  name,	  because	  they	  do	  not	  

know	  him	  who	  sent	  me.	  
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Acts  7:51-‐53  
51	  “You	  stiff-‐necked	  people,	  uncircumcised	  in	  heart	  
and	  ears,	  you	  always	  resist	  the	  Holy	  Spirit.	  As	  your	  
fathers	  did,	  so	  do	  you.	  52	  Which	  of	  the	  prophets	  did	  
your	  fathers	  not	  persecute?	  And	  they	  killed	  those	  
who	  announced	  beforehand	  the	  coming	  of	  the	  

Righteous	  One,	  whom	  you	  have	  now	  betrayed	  and	  
murdered,	  53	  you	  who	  received	  the	  law	  as	  delivered	  

by	  angels	  and	  did	  not	  keep	  it.”	  
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Acts  7:54  
Now	  when	  they	  heard	  these	  things	  they	  were	  
enraged,	  and	  they	  ground	  their	  teeth	  at	  him.	  

	  

KJV  
When	  they	  heard	  these	  things,	  they	  were	  cut	  to	  the	  
heart,	  and	  they	  gnashed	  on	  him	  with	  their	  teeth.	  

	  
Cut to the heart: !

deep	  feelings	  of	  exasperation,	  rage,	  and	  anger	  
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Romans  9:30-‐10:4  
30	  What	  shall	  we	  say,	  then?	  That	  Gentiles	  who	  did	  
not	  pursue	  righteousness	  have	  attained	  it,	  that	  is,	  a	  
righteousness	  that	  is	  by	  faith;	  31	  but	  that	  Israel	  who	  
pursued	  a	  law	  that	  would	  lead	  to	  righteousness	  did	  
not	  succeed	  in	  reaching	  that	  law.	  32	  Why?	  Because	  

they	  did	  not	  pursue	  it	  by	  faith,	  but	  as	  if	  it	  were	  based	  
on	  works.	  They	  have	  stumbled	  over	  the	  stumbling	  

stone,	  33	  as	  it	  is	  written,	  
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“Behold,	  I	  am	  laying	  in	  Zion	  a	  stone	  of	  stumbling,	  
and	  a	  rock	  of	  offense;	  

	  	  	  	  and	  whoever	  believes	  in	  him	  will	  not	  be	  put	  to	  
shame.”	  

	  
10	  Brothers,	  my	  heart's	  desire	  and	  prayer	  to	  God	  for	  
them	  is	  that	  they	  may	  be	  saved.	  2	  For	  I	  bear	  them	  
witness	  that	  they	  have	  a	  zeal	  for	  God,	  but	  not	  

according	  to	  knowledge.	  3	  For,	  being	  ignorant	  of	  the	  
righteousness	  of	  God,	  and	  seeking	  to	  establish	  their	  
own,	  they	  did	  not	  submit	  to	  God's	  righteousness.	  4	  
For	  Christ	  is	  the	  end	  of	  the	  law	  for	  righteousness	  to	  

everyone	  who	  believes.	  
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Acts  7:55  
But	  he,	  full	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  gazed	  into	  heaven	  and	  
saw	  the	  glory	  of	  God,	  and	  Jesus	  standing	  at	  the	  right	  

hand	  of	  God.	  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  

“The	  glory	  of	  God	  is	  the	  visible	  manifestation	  of	  the	  
excellence	  of	  God's	  character.	  The	  greatness	  of	  God's	  

being,	  the	  perfection	  of	  all	  His	  attributes.	  It	  is	  
something	  	  we	  can	  never	  fully	  comprehend,	  but	  

before	  which	  we	  can	  only	  stand	  in	  awe	  and	  
worship.”	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐Wayne	  Grudem	  
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Ezekiel  1:26-‐28  
	  26	  And	  above	  the	  expanse	  over	  their	  heads	  there	  was	  
the	  likeness	  of	  a	  throne,	  in	  appearance	  like	  sapphire;	  

and	  seated	  above	  the	  likeness	  of	  a	  throne	  was	  a	  
likeness	  with	  a	  human	  appearance.	  27	  And	  upward	  

from	  what	  had	  the	  appearance	  of	  his	  waist	  I	  saw	  as	  it	  
were	  gleaming	  metal,	  like	  the	  appearance	  of	  fire	  

enclosed	  all	  around.	  And	  downward	  from	  what	  had	  
the	  appearance	  of	  his	  waist	  I	  saw	  as	  it	  were	  the	  

appearance	  of	  fire,	  and	  there	  was	  brightness	  around	  
him.	  	  
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28	  Like	  the	  appearance	  of	  the	  bow	  that	  is	  in	  the	  cloud	  
on	  the	  day	  of	  rain,	  so	  was	  the	  appearance	  of	  the	  

brightness	  all	  around.	  	  
	  

Such	  was	  the	  appearance	  of	  the	  likeness	  of	  the	  glory	  
of	  the	  Lord.	  And	  when	  I	  saw	  it,	  I	  fell	  on	  my	  face,	  and	  

I	  heard	  the	  voice	  of	  one	  speaking	  



ACTS of the APOSTLES | 7:54-60!

Acts  7:56  
And	  he	  said,	  “Behold,	  I	  see	  the	  heavens	  opened,	  and	  
the	  Son	  of	  Man	  standing	  at	  the	  right	  hand	  of	  God.”	  	  
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Son of man refers to both Jesus's 

humanitB and deitB.  
	  

HumanitB  
	  

Mark  10:45  
For	  even	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  came	  not	  to	  be	  served	  but	  to	  

serve,	  and	  to	  give	  his	  life	  as	  a	  ransom	  for	  many.”	  
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Mark  8:31  
And	  he	  began	  to	  teach	  them	  that	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  must	  
suffer	  many	  things	  and	  be	  rejected	  by	  the	  elders	  and	  

the	  chief	  priests	  and	  the	  scribes	  and	  be	  killed,	  and	  after	  
three	  days	  rise	  again.	  

	  

MaHhew  8:20  
And	  Jesus	  said	  to	  him,	  “Foxes	  have	  holes,	  and	  birds	  of	  
the	  air	  have	  nests,	  but	  the	  Son	  of	  Man	  has	  nowhere	  to	  

lay	  his	  head.”	  



ACTS of the APOSTLES | 7:54-60!

DeitB  
	  

John  13:31  
When	  he	  had	  gone	  out,	  Jesus	  said,	  “Now	  is	  the	  Son	  of	  

Man	  glorified,	  and	  God	  is	  glorified	  in	  him.	  
	  

John  5:27  
	  And	  he	  has	  given	  him	  authority	  to	  execute	  judgment,	  

because	  he	  is	  the	  Son	  of	  Man.	  
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MaHhew  26:63-‐66  
But	  Jesus	  remained	  silent.	  And	  the	  high	  priest	  sad	  to	  
him,	  “I	  adjure	  you	  by	  the	  living	  God,	  tell	  us	  if	  you	  are	  
the	  Christ,	  the	  Son	  of	  God.”	  Jesus	  said	  to	  him,	  “You	  
have	  said	  so.	  But	  I	  tell	  you,	  from	  now	  on	  you	  will	  see	  
the	  Son	  of	  Man	  seated	  at	  the	  right	  hand	  of	  Power	  and	  
coming	  on	  the	  clouds	  of	  heaven.”	  Then	  the	  high	  priest	  
tore	  his	  robes	  and	  said,	  “He	  has	  uttered	  blasphemy.	  
What	  further	  witnesses	  do	  we	  need?	  You	  have	  now	  
heard	  his	  blasphemy.	  What	  is	  your	  judgment?”	  They	  

answered,	  “He	  deserves	  death.”	  
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Exalted Ruler !
	  

Daniel  7:13-‐14  
13	  “I	  saw	  in	  the	  night	  visions,	  and	  behold,	  with	  the	  
clouds	  of	  heaven	  there	  came	  one	  like	  a	  son	  of	  man,	  

and	  he	  came	  to	  the	  Ancient	  of	  Days	  and	  was	  presented	  
before	  him.	  14	  And	  to	  him	  was	  given	  dominion	  

	  	  	  	  and	  glory	  and	  a	  kingdom,	  that	  all	  peoples,	  nations,	  
and	  languages	  should	  serve	  him;	  his	  dominion	  is	  an	  
everlasting	  dominion,	  which	  shall	  not	  pass	  away,	  
and	  his	  kingdom	  one	  that	  shall	  not	  be	  destroyed.	  
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Acts  7:57-‐58  
57	  But	  they	  cried	  out	  with	  a	  loud	  voice	  and	  stopped	  

their	  ears	  and	  rushed	  together	  at	  him.	  58	  Then	  they	  cast	  
him	  out	  of	  the	  city	  and	  stoned	  him.	  And	  the	  witnesses	  
laid	  down	  their	  garments	  at	  the	  feet	  of	  a	  young	  man	  

named	  Saul.	  
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Martyr: !
Israel	  rejects	  the	  message	  and	  kills	  Stephen	  and	  his	  

death	  sparks	  the	  first	  Christian	  mission.	  
	  

Acts  7:59-‐60  
59	  And	  as	  they	  were	  stoning	  Stephen,	  he	  called	  out,	  
“Lord	  Jesus,	  receive	  my	  spirit.”	  60	  And	  falling	  to	  his	  

knees	  he	  cried	  out	  with	  a	  loud	  voice,	  “Lord,	  do	  not	  hold	  
this	  sin	  against	  them.”	  And	  when	  he	  had	  said	  this,	  he	  

fell	  asleep.	  
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Go in power! !
Acts  6:5  

	  And	  what	  they	  said	  pleased	  the	  whole	  gathering,	  
and	  they	  chose	  Stephen,	  a	  man	  full	  of	  faith	  and	  of	  
the	  Holy	  Spirit	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  !
Go together! !

Acts  4:32  
	  Now	  the	  full	  number	  of	  those	  who	  believed	  were	  of	  
one	  heart	  and	  soul,	  and	  no	  one	  said	  that	  any	  of	  the	  
things	  that	  belonged	  to	  him	  was	  his	  own,	  but	  they	  
had	  everything	  in	  common.	  
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Go with the Word! !

Acts  2:14-‐28:28  
!
Go in Love! !

Acts  7:60b  
...Lord	  do	  not	  hold	  this	  sin	  against	  them	  
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Remember you’re not going alone! !
	  

MaHhew  28:19-‐20  
19	  Go	  therefore	  and	  make	  disciples	  of	  all	  nations,	  
baptizing	  them	  in	  the	  name	  of	  the	  Father	  and	  of	  the	  
Son	  and	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  20	  teaching	  them	  to	  
observe	  all	  that	  I	  have	  commanded	  you.	  And	  behold,	  
I	  am	  with	  you	  always,	  to	  the	  end	  of	  the	  age.”	  




