
What Is He Like?
THE NATURE OF JESUS

a conversation during Lent



Today’s Scripture Reading:

MATTHEW 21:12-17 
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MATTHEW 21:12-17 
12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who 
sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who 
sold pigeons. 13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house 
shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of 
robbers.” 14 And the blind and the lame came to him in 
the temple, and he healed them.
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MATTHEW 21:12-17 
15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the 
wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out 
in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were 
indignant, 16 and they said to him, “Do you hear what 
these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you 
never read, “‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing 
babies you have prepared praise’?” 17 And leaving them, 
he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.
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WHY DOES JESUS QUOTE ISAIAH 56:7? 
“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to 
minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be 
his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does 
not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—7 these I will 
bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all peoples.”
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WHY DOES JESUS QUOTE ISAIAH 56:7? 
“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to 
minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be 
his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does 
not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—7 these I will 
bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all peoples.” 

WHY IS THE TEMPLE IMPORTANT? 
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WHY DOES JESUS QUOTE JEREMIAH 7:11? 
8 “Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will 
you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make 
offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have 
not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this 
house, which is called by my name, and say, ‘We are 
delivered!’—only to go on doing all these abominations? 
11 Has this house, which is called by my name, become a 
den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, 
declares the Lord. 
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CONCLUSION FROM THE  
OLD TESTAMENT ALLUSIONS: 

• Angry at unrepentant hypocrisy  
• Jesus judges the people and declares His Deity in 

doing so      
• Apocalyptic judgment in antiquity 
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MATTHEW 21:12-17 
14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, 
and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the 
scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the 
children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David!” they were indignant, 16 and they said to him, “Do 
you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, 
“Yes; have you never read, “‘Out of the mouth of infants 
and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” 17 And 
leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and 
lodged there.
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SO HOW DO VERSES 14-17 FIT IN? 
• Jesus’ Divine Identity is continually revealed           

(Psalm 18, Psalm 8) 
• King of Judgment 
• King of Mercy  

• The poor in spirit see God
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CONCLUSION

HE IS HOLY 
HE IS JUST 

HE IS MERCIFUL


